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рО most of us the clean page of a New Year calls as pér- 
suasivcly for the making of ‘resolutions’ as a fresh sheet of 

— blotting paper calls for doodling. No matter how many 
such pages have been turned discreetly behind us, or how many 
of them were destined to be engraved, in the fullness of time, 
with the same monotonous theme, so long as we have anything 
worth caliing life left in us, the next New Year finds us once 
more hopefully thoughtful. if not exactly confident; battered, - 
perhaps, but most certainly unbowed. 

If this is true of our private lives, it is no less so for our 
porate life in Toc Н, and as we turn over in our minds the 
pros and cons of the year that has just passed and try to formu- 
late some special intention for our Movement in 1954, there will 
probabiy соте back to us certain words our Founder Pilot left 
with us bcforc her departure for the Antipodes—that now 
famous invitation to come forth out of our ancient ruts. 

Lhe words which follow were not written for Тос Н, or about 
Тос ii; they were addressed to the members of a church in 
Yorkshire, by that church's Vicar. But how aptly they come to 
haud for us, and how perfectly they meet our case... ! 

“There is a certain spiritual law concerning all group be- 
haviour: that if the same group of people meet together for 
too long a time they exhaust the resources of vitality in one 
another and tend to become sterile. Where people of varying 
character and outlook meet together for the study of some 
common interest or for the advancement of some common 
purpose, there coines an endowment of life and energy. If that 
life is to be maintained there comes a time when the groups 

must break up and reform, so that there may come again a 

new cross-fertilisation with people of varying points of view..." 

5... M we are truly evangelical our main desire will be to 
take the message of Christ to those outside the Church who 
have never known the Gospel. ог have become alienated from 
it; and we shall co-operate wherever we go with our fellow- 

Christians in that task. The Church does not exist for its own 

sake and ccases to be the Church when its thoughts and 

energies become inturned.’ 

“То be missionary-minded would not be such а bad resolve 
for us to make for 1954. There is scope in it for each of us, in 
a large way or a small way, according to our circumstances, 
and there is no activity of our Branches which such an attitude 
would not grace.—Ed. 
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GLIMPSES INTO AFRICAN LIFE 


By A. B. 5. MACFIE 


THIS MONTH I want to tell readers of the pos some of my 
experiences in Southern Rhodesia and Southern Africa, and of 
f the Non-European. | 

it be known that Non-Europeans (‘Nie 
the seats in the parks and railway 
ы. " " ü V d : 
Lan Ea (i) Indians, and (iii) Coloured people of mixed 


race, Only certain parts 0 
and ports, have Indians and Coloured people. a 
One of the first things I did on arrival in Bulawayo in Southern 


` Rhodesia was to find the Hope Fountain Training School. I had 


met the Principal on the boat coming over from Australia, and 
he now showed me all he could at the school, whicb is part of 
an L.M.S. Mission Station, founded in 1870. It is in a lovely 
spot among the hills and is one of the happiest p'aces ] have 
ever been in. The children, the pupil teachers, the staf., were keen, 
industrious and evidently enjoying the business of education! We 
‘listened in’ to all the classes—reading (in English) iting 
(absolutely copperplate!), arithmetic, carpentry, first aid, s:aging 
etc, Their blackboard work was perfect. Agriculture, gardening, 
sewing and cooking also have their place in the curriculum. 
About half of the боо children are boarders, sleeping in the 
rounded thatched huts or 'rondavels' with which 1 have now be- 
come so familiar. Their food is prepared by a nice, big, fat cook 
in a tiny kitchen, They have meat twice a week and otherwise 
live mainly on mealies and vegetables. They secmed like a big 
happy family. 

My next peep into African life was at Rowa, 14 miles or so 
from Umtali, where Thora Cowell and I were staying with 
Irmgardt Kleinenberg, who was a member of our whole-time 
stafl in Southern Africa before her marriage. She took us one 
morning to the mecting of the Rowa African Women’s Club of 
which she is President or ‘Mother’. In order to be ‘in the swim’, 
and having been warned that the meeting would be leisurely, 
EN er qnem re s 
e eere is Re h Бс. bly day lasts from sunrise to 
' с 1шту. I put quite a few stitches into my 
tapestry during the morning, Ж 
БИЕ, Қалатын s aoe uded seven adults, two babies, 
larger car’, comments iene: ases, Cyril will have to give me а 

: gardt, and a Ford utility is suggested. 
the car successfully negotiated some 
n the road, and we arrived safely. 


By dint of careful driving 
awkward dips and bends i 
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The Rowa Club started early this year. It meets every fort- 
night under the trees around the little village school. If it rains, 
the schoolmaster allows them to use one of the rooms of the 
school. 

Fhe scene that grected us on arrival was a very pretty one—a 
fire of sticks was blazing away under the msasa trees with their 
pink and green spring foliage, and the women were grouped 
around it in their gay cotton frocks and head-scarves, warming 
their hands at the blaze after ceremonial handshaking. 

These clubs in the native reserves are a little on the lines 
of village institutes. They bring the women ‘together in a 
fellowship, and provide elementary instruction in such subjects 
as sewing, cooking, hygiene and knitting. The leaders of the 
various Sections are all Africans, as are their Chairman and 
other cflicers; and everything is done in the same conditions in 
whicb it would be done in the kraal they squat in circles on 
the ground, they cook in black pots on an open fire, hot ashes 
hong heaped on the lids. in order to give heat above as well 

below for baking, and of course the babies are there too, 


варез mo:rncrs' backs or in their arms. 
) tis occasion, chairs were set іп place for the visitors, 
while the vest of the company subsided on the ground. Mrs. 


Munjoma then opened the meeting with a prayer and they all 
sang a hymn. The words were in the native tongue, but as the 
tme was the familiar one to which we sing ‘Sun of my soul’, 
we were all able to join in. 

Then came some notices and discussions. Two members were 
to go Lo Salisbury to attend a meeting and conference at Gov- 
ernment House of all the African Women's Clubs in Southern 
Rhodesia, Who should go? It had been decided to adopt а uni- 
form for the club, of plain green cotton, which each member 
would make for herself, The great question was, should it have 
white stitching on the collar and cuffs or not? Two samples were 
exhibited, aud the verdict was ‘without’. A request was put for- 
ward that the ‘Mother’ should array herself in a white uniform. 
Inngardt deferred her decision on this point! 

After this the guests were introduced and welcomed in long 
and fluent speeches which were skillully interpreted, as was my 
reply. Then came a very touching and typical incident, when 
they presented me with a token of their desire to show hospitality 
to the,stranger in their midst. The chairman explained that they 
would all have liked to welcome me into their homes, but, as 
this could not be done, they asked me to accept a bowl of rice 
instead. ! felt quite overwhelmed at this courteous and hos- 
pitable gesture. Then, hearing that they had, only a few months 
carlier. stood by the roadside to wave to our Patron, the Queen 
Mother, and that they would like so much to send her a mes- 
sage, I offered to do this for them. They then drew up a very 
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polite and beautiful message which was duly sent, and later 


acknowledged with grea 
After this serious wor 


t charm. Re j 
k began—sewing, knitting, cutting out, 

talk on childish ailments illustrated by diagrams, and—inost 
Еее of all—mixing and baking scones. The Ingredients 
s Э been. most meticulously measured out and mixed, 
И. were dropped into the big black pots which stood 
the fire or on hot ashes. Ashes were heaped on the lids, and 
fin e the result. Eventually nice honey. 


then we all waited to se 552 router m n 
coloured cakes emerged and were taken home to satisfy enquiring 


husbands. 3 
There is more I would like to tell about Southern Rhodesia 


—the little country school where the class of small boys and 
girls whose teacher was showing us pound ре the fid 
quietly by telling, each in turn, how they spent thre Ma 
the big Secondary School for natives at Goromonyi: the St, 
Michael's Mission and its nursery school. But the Transvaal 
must have its turn. For many years some of us in Тос E Women’s 
Association have followed the fortunes of the work Dorothy 
Maud in the native locations of Johannesburg. Before going out 
to Africa for the first time, she came to New June and iold us 
about what she hoped to do, and we know how greatly that 
work has grown and how her ventures of faith have been biessed. 
Now 1 have seen something of Sophiatown, Orlando, Pinville 
and the overwhelming problems of those locations. iheir ever- 
increasing population, their totally inadequate housing, every 
conceivable social problem existing there in menacing propor- 
tions. But all the time there are utterly devoted men and women 
giving their lives to Africa and bringing light into those dark 
corners, not only caring for the Africans, but graduallv teaching 
the Africans to help themselves. 

In the dark mystery of Southern Africa, overburdened as it 
seems to be with problems, points of light are to be seen— 
Ekutuleni, Leseding. Botha's Hill—and where there is Light 
there is God. 


WE extend a very hearty welcome to Mr. John Callf, the new Adminis- 
trator, who returns to the staff of Toc H on January ist. Mr. Callf first 
Joined the staff in 1937 and served until early in the war. After active 
service in Burma and on the Arakan front, where he was wounded and 
awarded the Military Cross for gallantry, he was released for service with 
Toc H with H.M. Forces in India. He returned to the home staff in 1947. 


Sixteen in Family 


Fourteen 
boys! Yes, 
that is what 
our family 
consists of. 
You see, my 
husband and 
] are helping 
in Dr. Barn- 
ardo's Homes 
to give a 
е5 ата 
home - life to 
these chil- 
dren, many 
of whom have 


а qm MR. AND MRS. GODWIN WITH THEIR “FAMILY? 
ness and car 

Now thcir 2:75 аге carefree and jolly, and as near as possible to 
an ordinary family life. 


Lhey Бахс a home and ‘parents’ and every possible care, They 
attend the schools in the town and take part in out-of-school 
activities suc h as puppet clubs, choir, dancing club, football, 

stamp collections and Воу Scouts. They come home and tell us 
of all they do, and often ask for advice or information. They have 
a full and varied life, going out to tea with friends, and inviting 
their own friends home. Fach birthday is celebrated with a little 
party. and a cake with the appropriate number of candles, and 
they have lots of fun. 

Our local Toc H Branch, both men and women, are a great 
help to us, not only in the service they render, such as arranging 
film shows, being 'Auntie' to a boy who needs a friend, helping 
to organise the Christmas Party, etc.—and it was through a 
Toc H member that all the children here, nearly 200 of them, 
were able to see the Coronation on television—but also in show- 
ing the children the spirit of Toc H. 

At the time of the Lynmouth flood disaster the boys werc very 
concerned, and discussed it among themselves. One said: 'Can 
wc give 2d. cach from our pocket - moncy?' another said: 'Let's 
pick blackberries and sell them for the Fund.’ This they did, and 
were able very cheerfully to send £1 1s. When I said, ‘Don’t be 
disappointed if you have no reply’; they said: “We don’t want 
one; it says, “То give and not to count the cost”.’ 

We feel that these children, who are dependent on other 
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people's cheerful Eun ае themselves have an opportunity 

E a 9 receive. pm, 
=O E fined "The Sunbeam Society, run by Enid Blyton, 
to help blind children. He was very thrilled phen she PIC to 
him, and when he suggested making calendars from old Christmas 
cards, she sent a large parcel of the most beautiful cards she 
had received last year, and he has made lovely calendars from 
them, which Toc H were pleased to buy. He is delighted to be 
able to help little blind children in this way. | Rr. | 

The spirit of Dr. Barnardo is still giving us inspiration in the 
work we do to-day. 'He setteth thc solitary in Families is still 
considered the best way. Dr. Barnardo was the pioneer of the 
Cottage System, and it makes it more complete to have Father’ 
as well as ‘Mother’ to give them a happy Christian home-life. 

АП the children have daily Bible reading and pravers, and’ 
attend Church and Sunday School. 

We should value your prayers and practical help, aod virose 
of you who live near a Branch will find a very real ага happy 
Toc Н ‘job’ if you take an interest in a girl or boy anc ict them 
feel they are really loved and wanted іп vour family circle as a 
welcome guest. 

с. м. GONWER. 


Mrs. Godwin is a member of Clacton-on-Sea Branch of Toc H 
Women’s Association. 


THOUGHTS ON PROGRAMMES 


HAVE you ever thought that your Branch programme сап һе 
a valuable method of publicity for both the Branch and the 
Movement? So many people ask what Toc H is and what it 
docs and a well-planned nicely produced programme can help 
m answering these questions. People may bc interested enough 
to come to a meeting and find out! 2 Ў 
сы a PS ie has no proper programme or which draws 
Ой р and reads it out to its own members to jot down in their 
мез ее pe ping K get either themselves or the Movement 
НИ (ner TIME A programme written out on 
ae A P S the speakers referred to by Christian 
MR ы (E on у, conveys the worst impression to any 
D ap ion E unbusinesslike set up’, Can't you hear 
them saying this? On the other hand a neatly written or prc- 
ferably typed programme stating clearly cae and Я р ‘a 
meetings are held, the name and addr х Е P MRE 
a clear statement of the subje y EO EI m T n 
ject for each meeting, with the names 
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of any speakers given in full, will command the respect and 
interest of anyone. 

Programmes should not be looked upon as being for the sole 
use of the Branch members but should be sent 10 other people 
who might be interested—the local library, the secretaries of 
other organisations in the locality, such as Youth Clubs, Church 
Fellowships. Ranger Companies, etc. A tactful approach and a 
little imagination on the part of the Branch will find many 
people willing to receive our programines. j 

My dictionary says that a programme is ‘a plan of intended 
proceedings’, so we must obviously draw up our plan well in 
advance of the first meeting. This is the responsibility of the 
Branch Executive Committee but the co-operation of the whole 
Branch is to be welcomed and their suggestions should be in- 
vited. Тһе plan should be made for three or even six months, 
and if possible a series of talks should be arranged on some 
pecial subject to run through the programme. One word of 
warniap.—a programme with too many speakers and not enough 

ort os the part of the members themselves is not a well- 
ccs programme; nor is one which is given over completely 


to serions spl;Jects—let's be gay at times. 
Yow let us come to the subjects to be dealt with in our pro- 
granace One of the important questions a Branch Executive 


Committee must ask is, what is the purpose of Toc Н and what 
part has our Branch to play (a) in the world, (b) in the Church 
as а whole and (c) in our local community? The plan of our 
programme should be closely related to our answers to these 
questions, for the Branch is like а spring-board from which we 
jump ої, as a group and as individuals. to plav our part more 
effectively. 

(a) Toc H, though not large as world movements go, is inter- 
national. Think of our members in places like India, Africa, 
Malaya, Argentina, Hong Kong and many parts of the British 
Commonwealth, Are we doing anything to understand and share 
in the problems of the members of Toc H overseas? Their con- 
cerns are also our concerns as members of the Family. An evening 
should be set aside regularly for the study of some international 
aspect of the movement which can be read in one of their 
magazines— 7 he Lamp of Toc Н India, The Compass of South 
Africa, ctc. Or a speaker can be invited to talk on some inter- 
esting and topical overseas subject. 

(b) Toc H is inter-denominational and therefore has a part 
to play in the important movement of our day towards the 
unity of the Church. Many Branches realise this and use their 
meeting times to learn of the different points of view of various 
denominations, but the programme could well include also some 
teaching on our common heritage in the Church, for this would 
draw us more closely together. 
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nunity we have, surely, no right to 
ге are taking an active part in local affairs and сап 
how they are managed, Our programme should 
Iks from those who are doing special work 
in local government, business, industry 
welfare work, etc. We should not be content just with hearing 
about all this but should plan visits to sce conditions for our. 
selves. And talks and visits should not end without finding out 
where we can play our part in the scheme of things—are there 
jobs to be done, wrongs to be righted, anything we as a Branch 
or as individuals can do? 

We must remember that communities depend for their wel]. 
being on happy and healthy personal relationships. Гос Н is 
a builder of fellowship and we could well spend an evening now 
and then in considering how we can widen our friendship with 
utside the Churches and draw into our jobs and other 


(c) In our local com: 
exist unless Y 
say that we know 
therefore include ta 


in the community, €.g. 


people o 
activities those who are not doing anything for thc community 
We need to take stock now and then of our own value to E 
neighbourhood as a wholc. 

Branch mectings should not be cluttered up with business de- 
tails—these have to be settled at times but let thes. be done 


quickly and in a businesslike way. All our meetings should be 
open to guests and if they are welcomed and madc to feel at 
home, and if our programme is full of real interest, they might 
come again—who knows? i % 
JANE TWINCH. 


Family Party 


ON i 
аташ O ober, contrary to the old saying that 
E APO South Т 15 est and never the twain shall meet’, 
ала had eon. Kent, Riverside and West London, 
some 60 strong, first x y family party. The whole gathering, 
Peter Street, for a erp ber in St. Matthew's Church, Great 
Royle, Westminster B д ЕЕ ДІС. The address, given by Padre 
Me ae able hall ranchis Padre, was about Jack of faith in 
present had a ais ^ fedi something about which most people 
journed next door if th ing. After church the party then ad- 
provided and ехегуопс e Parish Room where a lavish tea was 
replete feeling the ME acknowledged with a pleasantly 
of Westminster Branch. ork done by the catering Committee 
Among those pre 3 
Mrs. Barclay Ea Aun. welcome was given to Mr. and 
emin our new London and Home 


8 


Counties Secretary, and members from Barbados and Australia, 
and several Colonial nurses from the West Indies. 

After tea, Rex, a Toc H member, bewildered the entire com- 
pany with some very clever conjuring tricks. Passers-by tried to 
peer into the windows to see the reason for the roars of laughter 
which went up every minute or two. 

The next item, which meant a lot to all Toc H members 
present, was a friendly chat by ‘Barkis’. He talked about Toc Н 
aud its meaning, with special emphasis on service and the Toc H 
approacb to life. Most of those present came away with a much 
clearer idea of the road on which, as Toc Н members, they were 
travelling. 

The evening was rounded off in a very pleasant way by some 
music. Ossy, a talented young Jamaican, played Chopin as it 
should һе played. Не also delighted us with one or two of his 
own compositions and it was felt by all that this young Jamaican 
has a brilliant future ahead of him. 

usual babel of talk as ald friends met was followed by 


prayers and it was felt that a real Toc H family 
par ad been encrmous fun but had also given everyone 
something to think about. 


= 


BETTY BURKE. 


ІНЕ BOTHA’S MIEC ЗЕГЕБЕРШЕРЕ 


By Padre W. В. P. EVANS 


Padre Руан himself lives on the Settlement with his 
wife avd child, and й was largely due to his vision that 
it materialised in the first place. 


THE ТОС Н TB Settlement at Botha's Hill, Natal, South 
Africa was started nearly three years ago. For the first year the 
progress was very slow; no general appeal to the public was 
made, and consequently very little money was available for de- 
vclopment work. 

Two years ago we launched our public appeal and since then 
the work has grown quite quickly. At the moment of writing, 
there are four wards capable of holding a total of 54 adults and 
one ward that holds 22 children. In addition there have been 
built: the Administrative Block and Rehabilitation Workshop; 
a laundry; the kitchen and dining hall; the store; a recreation 
hall; a school and sewing room; four staff cottages; six rondavels; 
quarters for eight African Nurse Aids; and a combined rondavel 
for an African Sister. 

Water was a major problem. We built a small weir that 
holds about 100,000 gallons right at the bottom of the Settlement 
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and from there we pump 10 the top where ме ае out filter 

hlorinator and fresh water reservoir from м ісі ve g avity. 
mí Gee t. Now the Native Affairs Department of the 
mur M nr silt for us а dam holding 1,500,000 gallons 
Оя ae hich we can feed our own small dam, and 
Nu tr eve. even in drought. 


i d solve our problems, € гы y NE 
ыы we И to build roads, work out а system of 


torm-water drainage, develop our vegetable gardens. and at- 
AA to work out for the future so that our present activities 
into a larger scheme. ; | E 

M this is rather a bare recital, but the actual experience of 

PEU KS. , T "avf о from n . j 
the growth has been an exciting story. Starting i p" ou 
and with nothing, there is now nearly £20,000 inv Pp a uild- 
j i iver ilding repr за hundre : 
ings and equipment. Every building со по 4 са dis 
cussions, and stands as a little milestone in history. 


The public have taken this settlement to their heart (m a most 
amazing manner. Children have sacrificed their Guy Fawkes party 
and sent us the gift of money. Organisations: have raised con- 
siderable sums in order to put up some building on : Settle- 
ment. Thus we are trustees, not only of public money t also 


the patients know pf the goodwill of so many [rien:: Е 

We are affiliated to the South African National TB Association 
and this organisation has helped us considerably Ітоп its 
National Appeal. A ТВ Settlement is one part іп a whole scheme 
designed to fight Tuberculosis, South Africa's number onc public 
enemy, as far as health is concerned, The fully equipped hos- 
pital today costs about £1,250 for each bed and Дт 165. od. a 
day for each patient. A Settlement costs about {210 a bed and 
7s. 6d. a day for each patient. Therefore the Settlement, by tak- 
ing patients from hospital for the long period of necessary con- 
valescence, is releasing the hospital beds for patients who so des- 
perately need the highly technical medical treatment. 

While such patients are living on a Settlement they have to 
be built up, physically, mentally and spiritually. This in a way 
is the major problem of a Settlement. Thus as part of our pro- 
gramme we have to provide occupations on the Settlement which 


of public goodwill, and it is our responsibility to scc to it that 


. Will help to rehabilitate the patients. We must help them to 


find work when they leave here which does not place too great 
a physical strain upon them. We also must work out some system 
of aftercare, so that they may be encouraged on the path of 
good health. 


We have only just started our work, and we are becoming 
aware of the tremendous ramifications that are opening up be- 
fore us. It Is a great joy to be dealing with human beings. but 
this work with individuals only makes us realise how great 
are our responsibilities, 2 


W. R. P. EVANS. 


HOME ADVICE GROUPS 


MANY women embark upon matrimony and upon motherhood 
with inadequate knowledge of the way to budget for a family, 
or how 10 carry out the simple routines of housework, how to 
cook, sew or handle other domestic tasks. To the problems 
of ignorance are often added the problems of poor housing 
conditious, inadequate household equipment and a shortage of 
money which inakes it necessary for an increasingly high pro- 
portion of women to go out to work in addition to managing 
a home and bringing up a family. By joining a Home Advice 
group the housewife and mother can improve her homecraft 
standards and at the same time learn both the value and the 
pleasure of neighbourlv co-operation. 

Preparatory Vor. 

:. it is Important to secure the interest and help of local 
Heo pl : both statutory and voluntary social service organis- 
alo по co make and maintain contact with the. mothers 
Ukely to be interested іп and to benefit from the Home Advice 


2. Lhe next step is to hold a preliminary meeting which сап 
best be organised by personal contact. The purpose of this meet- 
130 is to explain the aim of the proposed group, to describe the 
sort of mectings to be held, and to discuss how to gather to- 
gcther a group of mothers. Their particular problems will often 
vary from area to area, and a programme should be arranged 
to suit the group, and in consultation with them. 

3. A place jor mectings must be obtained. It is very im- 
portant that the same room should always be available as this 
helps continuity. This should be easily accessible for the mem- 
bers of the group; it should be as homely and attractive as 
possible, but this can often be achieved in very simple premises 
by the use of a little imagination. One room is al! that is re- 
quired, prefcrably not too large, with facilities for lighting and 
heating, Some means of cooking is essential, as is a supply of 
water, though-this need not be in the room itself. Any equip- 
ment used should be simple and familiar to the mothers, who 
wil often bc willing to lend it themsclves. 


Staffing. 

The key position in any group is held by the group leader, 
who should have the support and assistance of the local organ- 
isation sponsoring the project. It is helpful though not essential 
for the leader to be a local person. She must be carefully chosen 
for her qualities of friendliness and understanding, as much 
as for her knowledge of home-making. She must be able to 
appreciate the nceds of each mother, be ready to talk to her 

Continued on page 30. 


E M so: ane 
I Visit the Sabi Valley (conclude à 


By AILSA BARROW, Area Registrar. 


At 5 a.m. the camp started to stir—i.e. the ae sd 
of it, the boys had been up ages prior to that. Tea anc coffee 
were served to us in bed by Cyril, who soon made up for his 
thoughtful action by tipping Irmgardt’s bed up. depositing her 
not exactly gently on the floor, and after placing the bed hrmly 
on top of her, retired to gather strength for his next attack, 
which was on me! I followed Irmgardt to the floor, but my 
mattress, bed clothes and net remained so intact that 1 was able 
to curl up on the floor where I fell and continue my interrupted 
slumber! But how can a body sleep with so many exciting things 
to do and see? After washing in the river we were callcd to a 
breakfast of bacon, eggs, toast and coffee to which we did ample 
justice. Then out in Erris's Land Rover to explore further up 
the Valley, where no white woman has yet been to our knowledge. 
We passed through beautiful parklands, studded with kopjes, 
one of which we climbed and had a magnificent view over the 
length and breadth of the valley over the tops of the trees, 
which waved beneath us like a multi-coloured sea. Growing on 
the kopjes we found a glorious flame-coloured flower, shaped 
like a huge semi-circle. These grew in clusters and gave the im- 
pression of a ball of fire. It is here at the foot of the kopjes 
that Cyril dreams of owning a ranch. Unfortunately he will never 
realise his ambition as this is all land sct aside many years ago 
for Native development. On the rocks at the foot of the Кор]ез 
we came across very distinct and fine examples of bushmen 
paintings, which can be seen in certain places all over the 
Colony. These bushmen are now all but extinct, as they were 
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practically exterminated by invading tribes long before the oc- 
cupation. ‘They seem to have been very sub-human, small and 
very treacherous people, and wonderful trackers. In this country 
we saw the spoor of many buck, kudu and even buffalo, and 
we actually gave chase in the Land Rover to impala seen in 
the near distance, much to Cyril’s discomfort, as he was sitting 
in the back on a spare wheel and an inner tube and was bounc- 
ing about like a pea in a bandbox. 

From this lovely green glade we climbed back into the Land 
Rover and travelled across country to where there is an experi- 
mental project іп its early stages. The black basalt soil is very 
fertile—it is black as soot for four feet down, and then im- 
mediately changes to almost a sandy-coloured clay. At present 
there is a reservoir in the making and a pumping station, be- 
sides which has been erected a small ‘cottage’ overlooking the 
river. A delightful spot for the L.D.O. who will be-in charge 
of that portion of the Valley, but very remote and lonely. 

| the camp at the double, tearing along at a great 
speed, missing frees by inches, squeezing through gaps between 
tr ti ;ookcd far too small for us and our car, up hill 
aud down dale—poor Cyril in the back turned black and blue 
before our cyes! He shot two guinea fowl on the way back 
te camp, which came in very handy for dinner that night. On 
passing the kraal where the native workers live, we called out 
to some little piccaninnies inviting them to come and have a ride. 
They fied terrified into their huts, all except one brave little 
fcliow, who very cautiouslv advanced towards us and was lifted 
into the back with Cyril, where he crouched with an uncertain 
smile on his face while we took him for a ride round the kraal 
in circles. І can well imagine that he was their hero that night. 

On return to camp out came the fishing rods and I succumbed 
to the ever-present temptation to paddle, being severely scolded 
afterwards by Erris for daring to put my feet into croc-infested 
waters. We sat on the rocks watching the fish being hooked 
and keeping one eye on the hippos up stream, as they periodically 
pushed their heads above water and snorted loudly. Darkness 
fell, the bird and insect life seemed more accentuated by the 
stillness all around. Across the wide river we saw a beautiful 
sunset which picked out the rocksand trees on the far bank, in 
silhouette—a wonderful sight. 

And so the second day drew to its close, and we returned to 
camp to gorge ourselves on soup, guinea fowl, partridge (poor 
wee soul—it was a pity to eat it) veg., peaches and coffee, That 
evening there was much wordy scrapping between our two 
friends Irmgardt and Cyril, the latter finishing up in someone 
else’s bed, while the former tormented him beyond endurance 
by tickling his feet. After disrupting all four beds, he finally came 
to rest on his own, with Erris’s net and the tarpaulin from the 
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fl lraped round him. Before we had recovered from his op. 
oor dra | a Е 
peacefully. 

те heard him snoring peas y 2 Sk 
Tee m. on Saturday morning coffee again appeared at 
I ; d n Pr our tent, accompanied by Cyril who announced that 
“AM UC oing to fish for our breakfast. We turned over again. 
te As minutes I heard a strangely familiar grunting noise 
Guide the front of the tents—it could have been Cyril snoring 
ou in, or it could have been hippos! It turned out to be two 
again, Qd lly on the grass in front of the camp. 
hippos grazing contentedly O g ; i p 
Hon I wish Га taken а snap of them, but one’s brain works 
slowly at that hour. However, we hastily donned housccoats and 
followed them through the undergrowth to the river—we were 


so keen that we beat them to it. There they were, two hulking 


brutes ambling across the sand and into the river, where they 
submerged like submarines. Hippos are so curious t^?! if you 
wave something at them from the shore they'll come np to in- 


vestigate. They came within a few feet of Cyril as he was fishing, 
with the result that he forgot what he was doing anc veral 
bites. ф 

А few hours later, the boys having packed the cars. we turned 
our faces homeward. This time we took a different soute from 
the one we had come by keeping closer to the river, although 


the growth was so thick that we hardly saw the watcr at all. 
We made several deviations in order to see the ‘pans and the 
wild geese and duck. We also called in at several ‘rest camps’ 
along the route, but unfortunately when we arrived at the Euro- 
pean area where Dr. Converse is in charge of an experimental 
station, we found he was away, and so couldn’t see over it. Soon 
afterwards we dropped Eris at the last of the “Native Depart- 
ment Rest Camps’, passed through an area of complete devas- 
tation caused through advanced erosion of the soil, and then hit 
the tar road, which for us meant civilization once more. And so 
back to Rowa where Cyril and Irmgardt live and back too to 
the every-day life after an epoch-making three days. 


WE WILL REMEMBER 


FRANCES BENSON, Basingstoke (1938): November, 1953 
Р. М. GRANT, Clacton (1938): November, 1953 
OLIVE ELEANOR HUNT, 

Hucknal (1950): November, 19 


Round About the Family 


ENFIELD. Addressing the Enficld Branch at the re-dedication 
Service on their twenty-fifth birthday in September, the Branch 
Padre said that real religion began as an act of the will. 

Some people believed that religion had its roots in the intellect 
while others thought the roots were in the emotions. No one 
could be forced, he added. Each person had to decide, and so 
religion was accepted or rejected, not by reason or feeling, but 
by the will. 

Members from other branches in the district were present and 
took part in the birthday celebrations, which were, of course, 
completed by the appearance of a large cake, made by one of 
the foundation members. 


FELIXSZOWE. Felixstowe Branch had their Lamp dedicated 
2con George on October 19th at Sr. Felix Blind Home 
imission of the matron, Miss Thompson). 
con George gave a very fine and thought-provoking 
\ he theme: ‘Man cannot live by bread alone’. Не 
stressed tne imporvance of the indivicual in the life and fellow- 
snip of the community, and urged each member to go forward 
in tne light of the Lamp with Christ, the Light of the World, as 
their example. 

Arca Pilot, Mrs. Bainton, presented the Lamp for dedication 
and expiained the origin of the,symbol. 

The Ceremony of Light was taken by a founder member of the 
Velixstowe Branch—several of whom were represented. 

Men and women of the Trimley Branches of Toc Н were 
present, also men of the local branch. 


KEG RIVER, CANADA. Wendy Paul. whom Loc readers will 
remember for the account of her splendid work for children in 
the far north of Canada, which appeared in September, 1953, now 
writes as follows: 

‘| have had a wonderful holiday, touring eastern Canada and 
the United States in two trailer buses, with sixty-four other 
Canadian teachers. We slept on the buses, which were also fitted 
up with kitchens. We usually cooked out of doors. We went 
through to Regina, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec, St. John, Boston, 
New York, Niagara Falls, Toronto, Windsor, Detroit, Chicago, 
Boys’ Town, near Omaha, and Spearfish, travelling six thousand 
miles. 

This is my final year, as my five-year leave of absence ends in 
August, 1954 . .. . All last winter rabid foxes and wolves howled 
around our settlement, biting cows, pigs, horses, ctc., and much 
livestock developed the disease. Many humans were bitten too, 
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oet t 
but all were given Pasteur treatment, and so far no human E 
developed the disease. 


We regret to record the death of the 
M.A., L.S. T., who for many years 
ch of the Women's Association, 


ONTREAL. CANADA. 
i Harold Stewart Laws, 
was Padre of the Montreal Bran 


o be congratulated on the birth of a new 
on the borders of Derbyshire and 
ll readers will certainly wish a happy 


NOTTINGHAM are t 
baby—Castle Donnington, 
Leicestershire —to wbom a 
and vigorous future. 


REMEMBRANCE DAY. The following are the names of mem. 
bers who represented Toc H Women's Association in the ex. 
Service Parade at the Remembrance Day Service at tne Cenotaph 
on the 8th November: 


Toan Chamberlain (W.R.N.S.), Richmond: а Davies 
(W.L.A. and T.A.), Surbiton; Egidia Menzies (⁄ 8.4.7.5, 
Wellington, N.Z.), Kensington; Vi Neale (Wer J), Rich- 
mond; Marjorie Whareham (А.Т.5.), Е.С. ала 7 ower Hill. 


In addition, Eleanor Childs (W.A.A.F.), Е.С. and Tower НШ 
had a ticket to attend, though she was not actually scen with the 
others by our reporter. 


ROMFORD. The Romford Branch celebrated its twenty-fifth 
birthday on Saturday, the 14th November. A Service of Re- 
dedication was held at Trinity Methodist Church, which was well 
attended by members and friends from local and outlying 
Branches. The Service was conducted by the Rev. Kingsley 
Sanders, Minister of the Church, and the Rev. Г. К. Wright, 
Vicar of St. Edwards and Padre of Toc H. This was followed by 
refreshments and a Social Evening in the Church Hall, when 
those present took part in many games and competitions intro- 
duced by a member of the Romford Branch. i 


TOTNES. Totnes Branch held a very inspiring re-dedication 
service at Totnes Methodist Church on Saturday, October 17th. 
Owing to the death of their Padre, the Rev. F. J. Ashley, the 
service was conducted, and the address given, by the Rev. R. 
en T an who succeeded Mr, Ashley as Minister of the 
Шалы, ue пуш, Тһе Lord’s my Shepherd’, was sung as а 
ies E the late Padre. Light was taken by the Chairman 
(ERE eo and the Charge was delivered by the Pilot 
anor helps). Mr. Ludlow preached an inspiring sermon on 


the text, ‘Ye are the Ligh 
ELA L t of the Г 1 
At the close of the ^ 1 Ed 
friends from Totnes ( 


Man most of the congregation, including 
Mens Section) adjourned to the school- 
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room, when the happy fellowship was continued with a birthday 
party. An excellent programme had been arranged, the artists 
being: Miss Paddy Steele (soprano), Mrs. Bert Smith (elocu- 
tionist), and Mr. David Crout (violinist). Before home-going 
prayers, Cis. Nott (Mayoress of Totnes) made further reference 
to the loss sustained by the Branch on the death of the Padre. 


WOLVERHAMPTON. The Secretary, Mrs. D. Cripps, writes: 
‘We hold our meetings іп a room at the Community Hall, Low 
Hill. and there 1s a Community Centre to which the Branch is 
affiliated. 

‘The Centre has only been running a few years, and each year 
an exhibition is held, and each body is asked to man a stall and 
display their work. 

We arranged the main part of the stall to represent the Altar 
and the Upper Room at Poperinghe, with soldiers, etc., around 
ih tac, From there we had tapes leading to jobs that Toc Н 
underiate, For instance, hospital visiting, and here we had beds 

d гісі in them; canteen duty, stocking the canteen with 
and pans, tables and chairs, cups and saucers, and so on. 
5 was the Leper Colony, апа here we had a small 
settlement with black dolls and straw huts. Of course, posters 
were displayed, and all was centred around the Lamp.’ 


YORK held their 21st Anniversary of the Granting of their Lamp 
this усаг. The Branch was actually started іп 1927, but in those 
days Lamps were not bestowed until one reached Branch Status; 
which meant a lot of hard work. 

А Service of Re-dedication was held in St. Mary’s Church, 
taken by rhe Branch Padre, the Rev. J. R. Foster. 

Tea and a Guest Night followed, at which the principal 
speaker was Elsa Perrin, who gave a most interesting talk on work 
overseas. Ruth Okell and Mary Norton also spoke, and the enter- 
tainment part of the evening was well taken care of. Members 
were present from almost every Branch in the area, and many 
friendships were renewed. 

Tor some years they have held a Michaelmas Harvest Thanks- 
giving in their Branch Room, the service being taken and an 
address given by Padre Foster. Afterwards a mock auction takes 
place of fruit, flowers, vegetables, etc., brought along by members. 
The proceeds of this small effort are used to provide extra com- 
forts for the aged in hospital. 


OOKS FOR THE BLIND 


he Blind has been operating for over 


B 


> National Library for t : SHORE 
THE National be in that time the calls upon 1t have erown 
m v Th number of volumes in the Library has increased 
pu : 1882, to over a quarter of a million, 


i 5 from 40, in 1992, і : LE 
during E cow the prem Braille Library in the world and 
in 1953. g 


in every f literature. 

cr ot reb E eine which enable blind people 

E io. » ae duced by hand and are therefore far 
i Ee by ethan aum printed books. The average novel 
of ab UT ИИ four to five volumes when transcribed into 
ЕТЕНЕ cach hand-written volume costing ey d to 
produce. It costs the Library between £28 an АУ © ste се ona 
transcription of an average book available to ІШ Jers. 
Many of our blind readers find that these Braille oooks are 


too bulky and expensive for them to form their "^ library, 
however small, Each Braille volume weighs аррусх! tely five 
ounds and measures 14 by 11 inches. For blind reac ez; in the 
ritish Isles and in many parts of the world, the Naticna’ Library 
alic books 


for the Blind is the principal source from which 
can be obtained. 

The Library deals with between three and four tons si books 
daily. These volumes are posted at the special reduced rate of 
a penny per volume. 

Books are transcribed and circulated to children of all ages. 
Even tiny children acquire a love of reading which adds fullness 
to their lives. As has been said: ‘A tale is often the йге key 
which unlocks the mind of a child'. Often, also, it is thc last 
voice to reach the sluggish brain of the aged. 

Miss Arnold, who founded the Library in 1882, taught her 
friends Braille in order that they should transcribe books from 
print. This work has been carried on, but the need for new 
transcribers is urgent, since without them we cannot meet the 
steadily increasing demand for Braille books. 

Braille is not difficult to learn, but needs considerable patience 
and application. Six to twelve months, according to the time 
mua puel for е Mork: is the average period required 
“a RE I DUE r 2 = tules and attain the accuracy which 1s 

No charge is dde peur transcription of books. 
correspondence, and. Эд fi Bee Which із conducted a 
Dose a e a с offer to anyone who wishes to help in 

‚мау, а tarec months’ trial course, which gives time for the 
pupil to discover whether Braille is a congenial i nd 
for us to judge whether сибе: а congenial occupation а 
justify E u cient progress has been made 10 
Te : P to the standard necessary for our book 


The Braille machines used for this work can be lent by the 
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р Proor-READ 


A BLIN 


rieht ny transcriber 
ibrary or can be purchased outright by AUS iim Mee 
р RS. her machine. The whole outfit (board, guide anq 
crs to OWN 5 А se 
DIS : small attaché case. 
machine) fits оа а erows daily and we аге only able 
The pues ied requirements through the loyal and untiring 
to meet their vari 


; voluntary writers. А Толеу) 
E c a 


hown in the photograph overleaf. The Library also employs 
Е blind men and women who work in their own homes 
educ: 


i i re popular books. 
k licate copies of the more pop ) ; 
ак Tu Sogni that the Bible comprises 65 volumes: 


Gibbon's 'Decline and Fall of the Roman NE. 55 volumes; 
the first four parts of Sir Winston Churchill 5 Мат Memoirs’, 
бі volumes; ‘Gone With the Wind’, 21 volumes; and David 
Copperfield’, 12 volumes, it is easy to see how important the 
‘Library is to its blind readers, and what an enormous amount 
of work is entailed in the production of the bool. 

In writing of Libraries, Hugh Walpole said: 


41 have seen many libraries in my time; the nobl Г library 
is the Grand one in Boston; the friendliest, the Мого Library 
in New York; the most interesting, Mr. Thomas Wises in 
Hampstead; and the bravest, The Braille Library in London? 
The Library’s staff rejoice at this, but will not be content until 

it is said that: — 

‘The noblest, friendliest, most interesting and bravest library 


is the Braille Library in London?’ В. COFF. 
Deputy Secretary, 
National Library for the Blind. 


ee 
Mile. Commonwealth ” 


A LEADERSHIP TRAINING WEEK-END 


This is being arranged by iti i i i 
У the British National Committee of 
ae oud етшу of Youth, of which Toc H Women's Associa- 
pu i Mien Organisation with а place on the Committee. 
| i ai FEBRUARY, 1954 at SKEET HILL HOUSE 
car Chelsfield, Kent (near Lullingstone Castle) 


The cost will be i 
a 5 к с 
Practical “Taran Ga 305. Тһе programme will include 
3 5 on Introducing Commonwealth affairs, 


Application sh 1 
I9 ЗАО ГІ ple ma to World Assembly of Youth, 


20 


“Со and Search Diligently ” 


ALICE was reading aloud a verse of the ресі Ee were to dis- 
cuss at the next meeting of their youth club . 


"Ihe Angels keep their ancient places 
"Turn but a stone and start a wing, 

“Tis ye, ‘tis your estrangéd faces 

That miss the many-splendoured thing.’ 

“Turn up a stone and find an Angel; wouldn't that be fun,’ 
she said to her mother. ‘Whenever I turn up a stone І see crawl- 
ing things with lots of legs, running away . . . wouldn't it be nice 
to find an Angel instead of a centipede!’ ‘Well, you could,’ said 
her mether, ‘if you went the right way about it; for the stones 
which hide the Angels are the hard things which we find lying 
in our path as we journey to heaven. Open your eyes, child, as 


you go about, tackle the hard things, and you will find the Angels 
ii right. Remember how Jacob had a stone for a pillow?" ‘Yes,’ 
| gs ‘and then he had the dream about the Angels. Stones 


drearas and Angels—all right, I'll remember.’ 

nt off, but her mother sat on by the fire and picked 
ір Бет БАҚЫ» which she had put down in response to the child's 
question. As she sewed, the phrase kept running in her mind, 
“Turn but a stone and start a wing....' Yet turning over stones 
could be very terrible. She remembered how they had turned over 
the ruins of their home after the bombing. What a search it was! 
Had they started any ‘wings’ then? Well, after all, God had been 
very eood to ihem; their lives had been spared, and out of the 
ruined home bad come the move to the country and a healthier 
life for them all. And it was while they were searching in the 
stones that they had found the old family Bible which had Jain 
long foreotten on a shelf. 

Father had said that finding the Bible was like a message from 
God, and that he was going to read them a passage every evening. 
So the very day they found it and carried it to Granny's house, 
father had opened the Bible, after supper, at the beginning of 
the Gospels, and had read about the wise men searching for the 
child Jesus. They had all remembered the words: ‘Со and search 
diligently for the young Child’; for had they not spent a lot 
of time searching diligently for their possessions? And the best 
thing they had found was the Bible. God's messenger. On 
Michaelmas Day the Vicar said that Angel was another word for 
Messenger. Yes, it was true, ‘the Angels keep their ancient places’ 
under the stones, and the hard bits of life. Mother wished she 
had not been so hard on Mrs. 'X', whom she had caught stealing 
when all their things were piled up waiting for the lorry. But 
she was a dreadful old woman and had always been rude to her. 


e 


re were in the world! She sighed and pui 

Е "me to сес supper. 

away her sewing. as ats re Mh: ati T words of the poem 
But when по ЖІ butastone.... She hoped Alice would 

came bach to e nd fell asleep thinking of the stones they had 

find the RS cit search in London. While asleep, she had a 

т yas with the Wise Меп walking up and down 


а= ream. She y : _ 12 ео ace р 
я and they were all searching diligentl) por reyo 
Child One of them was saying, ‘He won't be easy to find in these 
drab streets where the houses are so dirty and all look alike, 


Suddenly they were standing in front of aa ee E 
ао м Х. They were saying. . ur search is enc ed. 
He is here.’ ‘Oh, but He cant be, she cried; ‘that’s the house 
of a bad old woman!’ And then, somehow she herself was the 
leader of the Wise Men, and she knew that she musi лоск on 
the door. She took the knocker in her hand, but 1t was so neavy 


What horrid people the 


she could not lift it. ‘Raise the stone and thou shali nd Me, 
cleave the wood and I am there,’ said a Voice behind ter.” Then 
she put out all her strength and lifted the knocker... . it fell 
back with a bang. She opened her eyes. . . Someone was “rocking 
downstairs . . . She was late... She must hurry . . . 


At breakfast time she said to Alice, ‘I shall be out to-day. Гуе 
got to go to London to see Mrs. ‘X’. ‘Goodness, whatever for? 
I thought we'd done with her, after all she did to us.’ ‘Child; 
said her mother, ‘that bit of poetry you read yesterdav evening 
has got right under my skin. I've found out that Mrs. 'X' is one 
of the ‘stones’ in my road . . . . and if I search diligentiv 1 shall 
find the Angels there... .' [ a 


* This is one of the traditional sayings of our Lord. 


Havering Liberty Exhibition 


ON the last Saturday afternoon of September several people were 
seen converging on Moore's Place, Brentwood, Essex. Most of 
them were carrying cases or strangely-shaped and bulky parcels. 
ЕА of jr noue were wearing small brooches in the form of 
De. sd n Е р: oone в eee: 
Sree ch EHE abttants said, “Toc H Women have 


A TN d . . . р 
n prc d P into conversation with some of the stream 
Goodma 'es NGA these had come from Chelmsford, Romford. 
Es ES T 93 an the surrounding area, and all were going 
the scene Mud uc pe went too, and found that 
a Visit well worth whi 
Pay while. 
Ils, tables and floor (and even on the piano!) were spread 
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articles of many kinds—clothes, new furniture, jewellery, toys, 
pictures and fancy work of all descriptions, while, in a tiny 
kitchen at the end of the room, kettles were singing and members 
were hurriedly falling over one another as they received and 
opened parcels of refreshments. 

Turning from the kitchen to re-enter the ‘hall’, one was con- 
fronted by an array of cakes, each standing on an envelope and 
an empty flour bag; yes, the members had entered a cake com- 

etition! 

‘What is it all about? 15 it a sale?’ the stranger asked. The 
answer is simple. Havering Liberty District of Toc H Women's 
Association wcre holding an Exhibition! It was thought that the 
use we each made of our leisure hours would be interesting to 
others, and perhaps instructive. In the ‘hall’ was a friend of some 
of the members, who could answer questions on most forms of 
handicraft, and who had brought with her some specimens of 
work from rhe school where she teaches. 

F ;he exhibits were for sale, and money was thereby 
»waros Central Funds and a project the District have at 
2n0w-—the raising of the cash to provide a projection 
у st for the Leper Hospital at East Hanningfield, Essex. 
The three prizes given by McDougall’s for the cake competition 


were won by members from Brentwood, Romford and Brent- 
wood; thanks were given to the local baker for sparing time on 
a Saturday afternoon to come and judge the entries. 

Tt would take too much space to describe all the entries to the 
Exhibi:ian. but some must be mentioned. One fascinating piece 
of ‘arras’ was а needlework map of England and her industries 
—inicresting ana instructive! The modern jewellery (hand-made 
by members) made a bright display, while some of the colourful 
embroidery made onlookers wish certain pieces were for sale and 
within the reach of their purses. One article of embroidery was 
greatly admired for its unusual colour scheme; as also was a pic- 
ture stitched minutely in great detail. If these had been for sale, 
many offers would have been made. One member showed her 
first (and a very good first) attempt at marquetry—which, with 
jewellery, is the current rage in handicrafts. There were speci- 
mens of lace (mounted)—knitted, crocheted and tatted: fire- 
screens, stools, and so on. 

The afternoon passed swiftly—a tea meal was served— 
exhibits were packed away—the tables disappcared—the centre 
of the room was cleared—and a social Guest Night began. Every- 
one sccmed to enjoy it all. 

The whole district is to be congratulated on the display, and 
the efforts that were made for the success of the day, and Brent- 
wood is sincerely thanked for the use of their Toc H Hut, and the 


extra work the event made for them. 


F.A.H. 


ARE 
YOU 


GOING 


TO 


POPERINGHE? 


TOC H WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION PILGRIMAGES 


Two parties will be organised on the following dates if sufficient 

applications are received : — ) 
Мау 8—10. August 21—23. 

Arrangements can be made for members of the party to stay 
in Belgium for one week if desired, spending part of the time 
in Brussels and part in Bruges, returning to London on the fol- 
lowing Saturday. Applications for these two week-ends should be 
sent to The Pilgrimage Secretary, Crutched Friars House, Lon- 
don, E.C.3, by March 1st, 1954, in order that we may have some 
idea of the number wishing to go. 

In addition, this is to be a year of experiment. Encouraged by 
the use made of the Old House last year we have arranged for 
a Toc H ‘Courier’ to leave London for Poperinghe on most 
week-ends during the summer months. Х 

Each courier, we hope, will escort a mixed party of Toc H 
members and friends, who will travel out as a party but return 


in MR own tme, remaining on the Continent as long as they 
wish. 


Members who prefer to travel on their own, or form their own 
parties, are of course encour 


a T To] 175. 
The only difficult ged to do so as in previous year. 


culty anticipated is that o ation for 
everybodv during the peak periods : Ecc 


2j 


There will be three different types of outward-bound parties, 
all leaving London at different times, as set out below: — 


"А? PARTIES. One night in Bruges. Leave Victoria about 
10 a.m. on Friday, Travel by mid-day boat from Dover 
to Ostend and continue by train to Bruges, arriving 4.90 
p.m. Spend evening and Saturday morning in the beautiful 
and interesting old city of Bruges. Leave by coach for 
Poperinghe approximately 2 p.m. Arrive at the Old House 
about 3.30 p.m. Spend remainder of Saturday and the 
whole of Sunday in Poperingbe. 

Visit Ypres and tour the Salient. 

Leave Poperinghe Sunday evening and travel by night- 
boat irom Dunkirk or Ostend to Dover, arriving Victoria 
about 9 ала. Monday morning. 


Leave Victoria about 9 p.m. Friday. Travel by 
boat to Dunkirk or Ostend. By bus to Poperinghe, 
arri ing about 7.30 a.m. Spend Saturday and Sunday in 
Popcringhe, visiting Ypres and the Salient. Return Lon- 
don Мопаау morning as before. 


"CU PARTIES. 


Leave Victoria about 10 a.m. Saturday. Go 
straight to Poperinghe via Ostend or Calais, arriving about 
5.30 p.m. Spend rest of Saturday and Sunday in Poper- 
inghe, visiting Ypres and Salient. Return London Mon- 
day morning as before. 

The dates of escorted parties, and the names of the couriers, 
are given іп the following table, but we cannot guarantee that 
there will ре no alterations or cancellations caused by unforeseen 
contingencies, e.g., insufficient numbers to make up a party. 


PROPOSED PARTIES 


(May яға, Procession of the Holy Blood іп Bruges—a famous 
annual event. Every Thursday, coach trips from Bruges to 
Middleburg on Walcheren Island, Holland, where Thursday is 
market day). 


Party Date Route Courier Approx. Cost 

sci" 
No. 1. April 15 А Barclay Baron  ... UE ng © 

(Easter Leave "hursday night, return London Tuesday morning) 

No. 3. May 29 С Jack Trefusis 22. 9 10 0 
No. 5. June 12 В Norman Druce .. 10 10 о 
No. 4. 1g С Mrs. May Lewis ... 9 10 о 
Nod ME A Jack Harrison — ... 10 15 0 
No. 6. July 2 B Jack Fisher А; 10 10 0 
Nos р м © Leslie Gosden — ... 910 о 
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Courier. Approx. Cost 

Party UA s. d Oliver Wilkinson 0 10 о 
No: 8. Juh So A Miss Elsa MEI 11 қы о 
NO. 9. 3 а, week-end. return London Tuesday morning 

Сот Ое Chas. Jackson » 9 10 о 
No ло: 5 “a B S. Canham L5 10 10 о 
M а I uec Jack Clark es 9 10 о 
NO. 12. » 


The exacting task of dealing with eres and E 

and generally getting the parties formed, uh een most ga antly 

undertaken by a member of the Women’s Association working 

UE case, on any matter connected with these specific 

ate write direct to Mrs. A. Тен, Newlands, Money Hill Road, 
р Rickmansworth 8740). 


Rickmansworth, Herts. (Tel. te, m4 
Al! other bookings or enquiries should go as usual to “the Old 


House Secretary’, Toc H Headquarters, 47 Francis Street, S. W.1. 
* This party is a 'iry-out' for tough members. It is confincd to a week. 
end, utilising the British Railways excursions to Ostend. less London 
Friday night, spending Saturday night at Talbot House. urning to 
London on Monday morning. carrying two days food. v пе the 


Salient. If meals arc bought in Poperinghe, allow abou! Lı 105, extra. 
Members of the party cannot return at any other time. 


Mabsnorton Pilot’s Innings 


MARY, who lived on the outskirts of Mabsnorton, had kindly 
invited us to visit her for a meeting, as a new baby prevented her 
going out. These winter nights we had been as few as five, which 
had looked very bad when a speaker came. But this evening, when 
most of us had to change buses to get there, we arrived at full 
strength. All crowded into a small front room lining the walls 
solidly and the rest sat on the floor, What Mary’s invisible hus- 
band felt about the invasion, none of us cared to think. 

Tiny startled us by announcing that the Toc H Men had asked 
us to hold a boxing match with them. The stunned silence was 
broken by somcone enquiring if that was what they thought they 
could best beat us at. Tiny had to elucidate further. The Men 
те ао Ер with the organising of a match, which 
the tea and ps u NS Beate the т providing 
Ede. charine и lis was more like it. We were quite 
cussion arose over the ARA EN doing the work. Quite a dis- 
bers strongly di —-— Fane boxing as a sport. Several me 

ong/y disapproved, and it was with о о that 
ТОЛЫП was carried. SOON Gite Мы 
S гегу С 
аа Гота and hardly gives a true picture of 
what was decided upon procedure. Often we do not quite know 
pon until Tiny reads the Minutes the next 
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week and tells us. fherc are usually so many discussions going 
on all ar the same Ише, our Secretaries are hard put to it to decide 
which is the official one. They therefore have the opportunity of 
choosing the solution they themselves favour personally. 

Bunny told us that a local club was holding a dance for our 
benefit. As породу objected on principle to dancing this caused 
no ітіІСООО at zt. 

3oon it wouid be our birthday, and we realised no опе had 
vet approached Mavis about making The Cake. Vicky had 
promised to tackle her about it ages ago and had forgotten. Those 
of us who knew this sat back and enjoyed listening to her getting 
on with this ‘approaching’ busi- 
ness. Quite a ticklish job at the 
best of times, and we had al- 
ready ruffled Mavis's feclings by 
remarking how well she filled the 
scttec, making it difficult for 
Mary to squeeze a late arrival 
in beside her. Mavis did agrec; 
and all promised some of thc in- 
gredients, including Sylvia, who 
thoughtfully offered to provide 
the salt. 

Our District Team Represen- 
tative said some of the branches 
wondered what to do on nights 
when they had no speaker. This 
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d i joke; bsnorton has so many speaker 

| i reat joke; Ma $ 

ve eval Pos s not exactly speakers, but Jolly good 
of its own. , 

miba i it were dealt with before Mar 

b usiness 116115 | ary 

о tea, and we had hardly finished tucking 

RE Cleo noticed the time and began to worry about her 

bu " The Chairman then remembered it was our Pilot's 

Peat ear if she had prepared a talk. She had. Cleo 


innings and asked her 1 s! Бәй > А 1. С 
еже ‘T must catch that bus—my feet, you know.’ ‘But 
Li › 


had prayers. “There’ 

ў е talk, апа we have not even s Е 
ante. 5 Mab took charge. "We'll ask our Pilot to take 
Prayers—it is her night—and Sue, you stand at the gate and don't 


2 о without us.’ 
dare let that bus g E 


Of Cabbage and Things 


If you “Jumped with Joy” and travelled about 139 miles to 
receive a cheque for the Special Appeal, what would vour re- 
actions be when you were presented with—a cabbage? | 

On Saturday, October 24, Derby District gatherec about 70 
members and three-and-a-half men to meet Miss Mary P.ushworth 
and hand her the proceeds of individual and united cilorts over 
the past year. f 

Fortunately, perhaps, for Miss Rushworth, Miss jean Perry, 
another London member, happened to be up here organising the 
Alexandra Roses collecting boxes, and at short notice deputised 
for an indisposed Chairman, thus giving Mary the moral support 
she undoubtedly needed when the rcal business of the meeting 
commenced. .. 

Well, she couldn't have known what to expect, she had ideas 
perhaps—a flowery speech and a cheque? . . . perhaps a curtsey 
and a bunch of flowers? .. . oh dear, ло, not Derby ‚.. She had 
the flowers, certainly, wonderful flowers—indeed, the bouquet 
was worth £25. No wonder she packed it carefully into a box 
to take back to London. Such talent . . . and apparently it was 
a 5s. talent with which Joyce said she had bought a packet of 
HUP to set in the garden, I think she must havc left them still 
ре еше the resulting flowers were of papet 
harvest of the во n or pieces of money, the total 

iud hago ges sown in the Branch. 
cosmeti abbage, too, was the symbol of sales of vegetables and 
c ics, etc., and it had a heart d i 
jar of bath salts, and in the bath salts wee 1 that heart was а 
pS DE € bath salts was a cosmetic jar, an 

at was the money, Poetry, too, acclaimed th - and 

wiles of raising money. Windows were Pees the Jabour ag 

sold, and lots ot smart tea-cosi s were cleaned, socks darned, jam 

bring and b sies have proud owners, Jumble sales, 
8 "ys, Beetle drives and a host Бо ЧЕ 

of other ingenious 
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methods brought the money slowly in. I noticed at one time 
Mary was so overcome that she sat down hurriedly to regain her 
bewildered senses . . . and to have а rc-assuring glance from 
jean. 

Scriously the District Treasurer added up the amounts as they 
were handed in, and Mary made a very gallant and successful 
ellort to bring herself back to normal proceedings and thanked 
us with one of her inimitable talks for the £86 12s. handed to 
her in such original trappings. 

We, on our part, thoroughly enjoyed the whole thing and will 
probably employ similar methods again as we are not very bazaar- 
minded in our district, and the individual efforts can be left to 
the scope of the member. 

KATHLEEN PARTRIDGE. 


journey in Тос Н 


569 `ВЕА TRAINING WEEK-END AT 

HAYWARDS HEATH j 
JOURNEY IN TOC H’ was an apt heading to the programme 
tor our Training Week-end held early in October, for since the 
last time we visited klfinsward, some four or five years ago, we 
have all travelled some way in our Toc Ч lives; other voyagers 
have joined us, and I am quite certain that by Sunday evening 
we had a clearer idea of what to strive for and what to pay 
attention to in the way ahead. Three lively and provocative 
spcakers made it abundantly clear that we are all engaged in ап 
adventure which, if we will only let it, can provide all the excite- 
ment we have cver wished for. 

Mrs. Palmer, Chairman of the Central Executive Committee, 
spoke on ‘Starting Out’, reminded us of the folly of being in 
too much of a hurry and of the importance of a wide variety of 
cargoes that form part of our equipment. Dr. Grahame Howe 
talked of ‘Encounters’, and as a psychologist and non-Toc H 
member was able to make brains work overtime and discussion 
flourish long after we had broken into tiny groups and made our 
way home. Padre John Durham had some forthright views to 
express on ‘Horizons’, and caused some heart-searching about 
our part in Toc H as individuals and the task ahead for Toc H 
as a whole. 

One has learnt to expect stimulation from Training Week-ends 
and it is not unusual to go home full of good resolutions about 
the degree of effort one is making week by week, but there are 
other things of equal value that we gain on these occasions. You 
share, for a little while, in the wonderful fellowship that comes 
when a crowd of enthusiastic members are gathered together— 
a quality of fellowship that is sometimes lacking in our Branch 
life. This fellowship gives. something to the Church Services that 
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k-end which is not always found elsewhere, 
way, the successes and failures of 
your Branch with others who are having similar и 
this occasion we had а wonderful E eae a EE. rs. 
Palmer doing her cockney sketches, pras ey yu: ma o 
one-act play, and the choir practising escants. ото y 

And then there was one object-lesson given gue unc т Be » 
by the area team who organised the week-end. A ES t of its 
success was due to the work of a gracious and fr мА ў апааа 
and to those who managed the business side so quiet sa effi 
ciently, were unobtrusively vigilant in seeing that we all mixed 


as lonely, and that the timetable was adhered to, 
up, that no one was lonely OD TARR ISON 


are part of the wee du 
You share, in a free and easy 


HOME ADVICE GROUPS (continued) 


with sympathy and understanding of her problems апа: "i 
and help the members of her group to get to know one nother. 
She must be prepared to give much thought to the en ‘erprise, 
and prepare carefully for each meeting. А half-hearic. leader 
will be unable to hold the group together after the initial 
novelty has worn off. The leader must know how to find and to 
make good use of skilled visitors, to provide the exper: ac vice 
on the various topics chosen for discussion. 


The Group Meeting. 


This should be held at the same time and place every week, 
choosing a time convenient for the mothers. It should be 
appreciated that it is often difficult for the mothers to leave 
their families, and meetings should not last longer than an 
hour and a hall. Twelve fo fifteen mothers is the ideal number 
for a. group. : 

Mectings should be very informal: they should be a time of 
relaxation as well as instruction for the mothers, Members will 
often arrive tired, and arrangements should be made for a 
cup of tea and a chat as well as the talks and demonstrations. 
It is a mistake to have too rigid a timetable or to try to cover 
too much in one meeting, and every attempt should be made 
to deal with the problems raised by the mothers even at the 
expense of the evening's plan. To prevent the meetings from 
becoming too haphazard the leader should have a theme for 
each mecting, such as shopping, planning the meals or make-do- 
and-mend, and should relate the points raised by the mothers 
to this as far as possible, : 
оток should m complete in itself so that if a mother 
а ing she does not lose the thread of the course. 
ИЯ а QR the mothers may find it hard to 

€ of visual methods and practical work which 
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е, is advisable. It will be 


hev share ing their own expcricnc 
DA EE i for future reference. 


found helpful to supply simple notes 
Finance 4 
The chief expense of the group will be the payment ot ree 
and travelling cxpenses for the leader and ay sp A n 
she may call in. А small sum. approximately £2 x 
twelve meetings, will be needed to cover demonstration mi р: и 
It is often possible to obtain the use of pre P an 
interested organisation, but if not tnis will constitu а а 
ditional cost. И will be found that. though the mot E pay 
no fee for attendance, they are often very willing to ani E 
defray expenses bv voluntary 5101$, sich as the holding o 


jumble sales and social reccungs. 


3 Eu ur ТЕ N rmation, write to: 
: vou would ike fuxtacr avicn от | ) 
If you мот T ONDON COUNC ӘР SOCAL SERVICE 
хай SSN in: “. “ fy. 
? Bayley í Weila PY EM 


THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
Dear Editor, : 

I have Беси asked by our Branch to write to THe Loc with 
regard to "The Christian family’. x 

We have compared notes with other local branches at our Dis- 
trict Team mectings, but should be very interested to hear how 
others further afield have tackled the Syllabus. It would also be 
intereztiug со hear avout those who decided against it. 

We are alloiting one evening a month to И. and so far have 
had four evenings and we have got to the ‘Bov Meets Girl’ Sec- 
tion. The Pilot and a different member cach time have prepared 
the talks and have aimed at full discussion from all members 
afterwards. 

Section I. Тһе family as shown in the Bible was dealt with 
and the examples given to us there as to how we should build 
our family life. Aspects of marriage, baptism and Godparents, 
were put forward and the most important prayers in the Church 
of England marriage and baptism services were read, then a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, a Congregationalist and a Church 
of Scotland member told us of their Church Services. and it was 
most interesting learning thc differences betwcen us all. 

Ihe question of divorce arose from this, and as a result our 
Padre, a Congregational Minister, was asked to come and give 
us a talk on this subject. He gave us a very interesting evening, 
and suggested we should hear the opinion of a Church of England 
Padre. So one evening we had a Church of England and a Free 
Church Padre together, and had a most instructive evening 
learning the difference in practice between the two churches. ” 
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It with how we should keep our promises 
ildr ade at our marriage Or as Godparents, and how 
to чате i this matter influences the community in which 
our ао eed with children, for natural talk of spiritual 
wed ne. А аа. and to make our spiritual and maicrial life 
ге, ee 20 side by side. Many examples of answering chil. 
T dm questions and types of prayers taught, etc., werc given by 
ren s S 
tieng П dealt with the responsibility which parents have 
101 я : 3 i 
252% their children, or in fact. anyone who comes in contact 
he lifficulty of having to share houses, or to haye 
with them. The dilhcutty img : e 
rooms instcad of a home of one’s own, was cons ed to be a 
Em deterrent to the real family life. Children do pick up im- 
s ions very quickly, and quarrelling in front o: them and 
Piki T etc. is unforgivable. Love and beauty should 
talking of horrors, etc., g 


The second talk dea 


start them on their young life and they will then hai e an ideal 
to think about in later years. Again the need for natural spiritual 
development was mentioned, no use leaving this pa^: tc schools 


and Church, it must be part of the home. | 

Section ИТ. Boy meets Girl. This section has not been “nished 
yet, but all parents in our Branch with children at сс educational 
schools were definitely in favour of it. The ways of dealing with 
a difficult adolescent brought forth a diversity of ideas, but 
through it all it was felt that the whole home life from infancy 
has a terrific influence on the adolescents and their attitude to 
their own courtship and marriage. 

One great good that has come to the Branch from this Syllabus 
is that we have got to know each other better. Membcrs have 
freely expressed their opinions and have told of childhood inci- 
dents both amusing and pathetic. 50. as a Branch, we say Thank 
you for the Christian Family Svllabus, which we hope to continue 
in the New Year. 


Radipole. ETHEL М. BUCHANAN. 


CORNERED 
Dear Editor. 

May we, as a Branch, air a grievance through the pages of 
Tue Loc. A а ў 

It has become noticeable how at any united gathering, more 
80 that of a social nature, members of some Branches withdraw 
10 corners to discuss Branch business. We would suggest that this 
not only drives the poor Chairman to distraction. in an effort 


to keep things going, but ; : : : 
: gs going, but also is seemingly ill.mannered and 
unsociable. SY " 


Surely, an 
venient moment—either 
usually is one), or after t 


y really urgent business could be discussed at a con- 


during the break for refreshments (there 
he proceedings. 


Yours sincerely, LT. 


THE REGIONS 


EASTERN REGION and LINCOLNSHIRE 
Secretary: Mrs. Gorton, Canwick House, Lincoln. 
East Anglia, Beds. and Herts., Lincolnshire. 


LONDON & HOME COUNTIES REGION 
Secretary: Miss Е. Perrin, 99 Elmar Road, Tottenham, N.15. 


East London, North & South London, Surrey, Home Counties. 


MIDLANDS REGION 


Secretary: Miss Е. Trevelyan Lee, 23 Woodlands Avenue, 
Leicester. 


North & East Midlands, Notts. & Derby, Oxford & Thames Valley. 


NORTHERN REGION, NORTHERN IRELAND and 
SCOTLAND 


Secretary: Miss Е. Beeton, c/o Miss Sutherland, 25 Mont- 
pelier, Edinburgh, 10. 


Northern Area, Northern Ireland, Scotland. 


Yorkshire Area: 


Hon. Area Secretary: Miss M. Norton, Highroyd, Honley, 
Huddersfield, Yorks. 


NORTH WESTERN REGION 
Secretary: (Vacant). 
Manchester, North-west. 


SOUTH-EASTERN REGION 
Secretary: Miss В. Relf, M.B.E, 8 Cumberland Walk, 
Tunbridge Wells. 


Kent, Sussex. 


SOUTHERN REGION 
Secretary: Miss A. Welford, Sunnycote, Lympstone, Nr. 
Exmouth, Devon. 
Southern, South-western, Channel Islands. 


WESTERN REGION 
Secretary: Miss M. Davis, c/o Toc H Area Office, 16 Char- 
lotte Street, Bristol 1. 
North Wales & Border, South Wales, Western, West Midlands. 
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